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Lecture at the joint meeting of the Romanian Society of Neurology and Romanian Society of Neuropathology.

Dear Readers,

This issue gives you information 
about a successful meeting in Bucha-
rest that was held from May 8 to 12, 
2018 and organized by the Romanian 
neuropathologists and neurologists, a 
review of the Euro-CNS Basic Course 
in Neuropathology (March 13 – 16) by 
a participant from Singapore, and we 
provide an overview of several neu-
ropathology sessions at the upcom-
ing European Congress of Pathology 
in Bilbao, Spain (September 8 – 12). 
New candidates for European Fellow-
ship Grants are still welcome to apply, 
and the Euro-CNS Examination Com-
mittee is calling for candidates for the 
upcoming European Examination in 
London (October 18 – 19).

If you read our News section regu-
larly, you may find that we mostly re-
port on Euro-CNS activities. We wel-
come contributions from subscribers 

Robin space (Oral presentation). 3)
M.M. Manea, A.M. Dobre, D. An-
tonescu-Ghelmez, F. Antonescu, E. 
Manole, A. Bastian, S. Tuta: Axonal 
polyneuropathy and mitochondrial 
oculo-facial myopathy. Clinical case 
(Poster presentation). 4) E. Manole, 
A. Bastian, B. O. Popescu: Claudines 
1 and 19 expression in hemato-ner-
vous barrier in the mouse with dia-
betic peripheral neuropathy – Prelim-
inary data (Poster presentation).

 Submitted by 
Marilena Alexianu and  

Alexandra Bastian, Romania

Basic Course in 
Neuropathology –  
a report
From the host organizer:
The 6th Euro-CNS Basic Neuropa-

thology course took place in Aachen, 
Germany, on March 13 – 16, 2018. 
The course was organized for partici-
pants from the field of neuropathol-
ogy, pathology, neurology, neurosur-
gery, and neurobiology. It was again 
fully booked with 50 attendees from 
19 countries. The program combined 
teaching sessions on the pathology of 
the CNS, PNS, and skeletal muscle 
including neurodegenerative diseases, 

Society News
European Confederation 
of Neuropatho logical 
Societies

and Euro-CNS members about other 
meetings and about developments in 
neuropathology worldwide. Please 
contact us if you have information to 
share.

With kind regards,

the Euro-CNS News  
Editorial Team

Spring meeting 
Romanian Society  
of Neuropathology 
The spring meeting of the Roma-

nian Society of Neuropathology was 
held from May 8 to 12 in Bucharest. 
It was organized in conjunction with 
the 16th Congress of the Romanian 
Society of Neurology. The meetings 
were combined with the purpose of 
gathering a larger audience for both. 
This formula worked well, as there 
were over 500 participants including 
many young doctors, especially neu-
rologists, from Romanian and other 
countries. The neuropathology pro-
gram was as follows: 1) A. Bastian, 
V. Mageriu, E. Manole: The sural 
nerve biopsy for the actual diagnostic 
work-up of peripheral neuropathies 
(Oral presentation). 2) I. Cojocaru: 
Normal and pathological Virchow-
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Faculty and participants of the Basic Course in Neuropathology, Aachen, Germany,  
March 13 – 16, 2018.

Participant’s report
Recently, I attended the 6th Euro-

pean Basic Neuropathology Course, 
which was highly recommended to 
me by a senior colleague at my insti-
tute. Being a newly minted patholo-
gist with plans for subspecializing in 
neuropathology, I registered for this 
course hoping that it would reinforce 
and improve my meager knowledge 
in this field. 

During these 4 days, a broad spec-
trum of basic neuropathology was 
covered including: trimming of au-
topsy brain, cerebrovascular diseases, 
neurotrauma, infections, developmen-
tal diseases, nerve and muscle pa-
thology, neurodegenerative diseases, 
and brain tumors. Despite the sheer 
amount of information and topics 
covered, the expert speakers were 
able to present their topics in a way 
understandable to the uninitiated, 
and yet with new information for 
those who already have experience 
in the field. During the breaks, there 
was opportunity to review the collec-
tion of cases from the institute, both 
microscopic and macroscopic, and 
we could hold interesting pathologi-
cal brain in our hands (well-sealed 
in plastic and preserved, of course). 
Also, the pretzels and lunch break 
in the hospital cafeteria provided a 
good opportunity to interact with 
the speakers and fellow participants. 
There were not only pathologists, but 
also neurologists, neurosurgeons, ra-

diologists, and researchers. Besides 
the fantastic scientific agenda, there 
was a very good social program. The 
highlight was the evening tour of 
Aachen which, unfortunately, was 
dampened by the rain, but the deli-
cious dinner at the Ratskeller in the 
cellar of the Rathaus (Aachen Town 
Hall) made it all worthwhile.

Besides bringing me up to date 
with the newest morphological and 
molecular classification of brain tu-
mors as well as new developments in 
neurodegenerative diseases (which 
presently is hardly seen in my insti-
tute), the course had practical recom-
mendations such as immunostains 
and molecular tests required in a 
pathology lab that does neuropathol-
ogy. These aspects were very well 
covered during the course and are 
highly relevant to my daily practice 
as my hospital is moving towards 
developing neuropathology as one of 
our major subspecialities. 

I would definitely recommend this 
course to anyone who likes to know 
more about neuropathology. To con-
clude, I would like to thank the orga-
nizers for this highly educational and 
valuable course, especially Ms. As-
trid van Schendel, Professor Wilfred 
den Dunnen and Professor Joachim 
Weis. I look forward to attending the 
next Euro-CNS course in Amster-
dam.

Submitted by Po Yin Tang,  
Pathologist,  

Singapore General Hospital,  
Department of  

Anatomical Pathology,  
Singapore

European Congress 
of Pathology, Bilbao
The European Congress of Pathol-

ogy will be held from September 8 
to 12, 2018 in Bilbao, Spain. The aim 
of the organizers is to provide an up-
to-date scientific program covering 
all major areas of diagnostic, trans-
lational, molecular and investigative 
pathology. Special emphasis will 
be put on both recent discoveries in 
pathology, and the reinforcement of 
close clinico-pathological co-oper-

tumors as well as vascular pathology, 
infections of the CNS, prion, white 
matter and metabolic diseases, devel-
opmental neuropathology, and epilepsy 
with hands-on courses (slide viewing 
and discussions). The program is avail-
able from the Euro-CNS website. The 
course lectures were given by interna-
tional renowned experts in the field: 
H. Adle-Biassette, Paris; E. Aronica, 
Amsterdam; D. Capper, Berlin; K.G. 
Claeys, Leuven; W.F.A. den Dunnen; 
C. Duyckaerts, Paris; E. Gelpi, Vienna; 
H.H. Goebel, Mainz/Berlin; C. Hart-
mann, Hannover; T. Jacques, London; 
G.G.  Kovacs,  Vienna; J.M. Kros, Rot-
terdam; M.M.Y. Lammens, Antwerp; 
W.  Paulus, Münster; C. Stadelmann-
Nessler, Göttingen; C. Smith, Edin-
burgh; M. Thom, London. 

The course was organized by Wilfred 
den Dunnen, Groningen, and Joachim 
Weis, Aachen. The course administra-
tion was in the experienced hands of 
Mrs. Astrid van Schendel, Amsterdam, 
and Mrs.  Doris Dahmen, Aachen.
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low-grade gliomas – Rachael Vaubel, 
USA 
The molecular landscape of  
ependymomas: the new diagnostic 
paradigm – Eloy Rivas, Spain 

17:15 – 19:15 
Symposium SY-25
Neuropathology: Immuno-oncology 
in glioblastoma 
Chairs: 
Miguel Angel Idoate, Spain 
Kurt Schalper, USA 
Speakers: 
Immuno-oncology in glioblastomas: 
general considerations and practi-
cal aspects – Miguel Angel Idoate, 
Spain 
New models for the study for the 
quantitative analysis of the brain 
tumor environment – Juan J. Garcia 
Vallejo, the Netherlands 
Determinants of sensitivity and 
resistance to immune checkpoint 
blockers in solid tumors: opportuni-
ties and challenges for high grade 
gliomas –  
Kurt Schalper, USA 
Immuno landscape in gliomas: 
mechanism of treg infiltration and 
sialic acid-siglec interactions and 
possible prognostic and therapeutic 
implications – Gosse Adema,  
the Netherlands 

Wednesday, September 12, 2018 
14:00 – 16:00 
Symposium SY-31
Joint Symposium Soft Tissue and 
Bone Pathology/Neuropathology: 
Crossing the border of soft tissue 
and neuropathology 
Chairs: 
Anne Vital, France 
Pancras Hogendoorn,  
the Netherlands 
Speakers: 
Solitary fibrous tumors in soft tissue 
and CNS – Corinne Bouvier, France 
Agressive meningiomas –  
François Labrousse, France 
Update on notochordal neoplasms – 
Speaker t.b.c 
Genetics aspects of PNST –  
Speaker t.b.c
BAF complex deregulation in  
mesenchymal and neurological  
neoplasm – Speaker t.b.c
Benign PNST – Raf Sciot, Belgium 

ation. The core pro-
gram will be prepared 

with a strong input from 
the ESP Working Groups. 

Euro-CNS, as an associate soci-
ety, is involved with several sessions 
dealing with neuropathology:

Monday, September 10, 2018 
09:30 – 10:30 
Oral Free Paper Session OFP-08 
Joint Session: Neuropathology/ 
Ophthalmic Pathology

Tuesday, September 11, 2018 
08:30 – 12:00 
Symposium SY-20
Joint Symposium Neuropathology/
Ophthalmic Pathology/Head and 
Neck Pathology: Melanocytic  
lesions of the meninges, the eye  
and the sinonasal region 
Chairs: 
Timothy Helliwell, United Kingdom 
Martin Lammens, Belgium 
Sarah Coupland, United Kingdom 
Speakers: 
Meningeal melanocytic lesions – 
Heidi Küsters-Vandevelde,  
the Netherlands 
H&N melanomas – Manju Prasad, 
USA 
ICCR data – Timothy Helliwell, 
United Kingdom 
Conjunctival melanoma –  
Sarah Coupland, United Kingdom 
Uveal melanoma – Robert M. 
Verdijk, the Netherlands 

14:45 – 16:45 
Short Course SC-10
Neuropathology: Brain tumors of 
children and young adults 
Chairs: 
Anne Vital, France 
Ho-Keung Ng, Hong Kong 
Speakers: 
Open questions. Are IDH wt lower 
grade gliomas all malignant? Are 
1p19q non-deleted gliomas all  
astrocytic? – Ho-Keung Ng,  
Hong Kong 

Diagnostic challenges in pediat-
ric brain tumour pathology 

after WHO 2016 – Teresa 
Ribalta, Spain 

Therapeutic and 
prognostic im-

plications of 
BRAF V600E 
in pediatric 

European 
Examination in 
Neuro pa thology
European Examination in Neuro-

pathology 2018: The next examina-
tion will be held on October 18 and 
19, 2018 in London (University Col-
lege London, Institute of Neurology, 
Division of Neuropathology). The 
EFN examination constitutes an as-
sessment of candidates’ knowledge 
of diagnostic neuropathology and 
their ability to apply that knowledge 
in the clinical practice. Thus, it pro-
vides external quality assurance that 
a trainee in neuropathology practice 
has reached the standard appropriate 
for practice as an unsupervised spe-
cialist in diagnostic neuropathology. 
To see the recommended Curricu-
lum, which forms the basis on which 
examiners will assess the knowledge 
and competence of examination can-
didates, please visit the Euro-CNS 
website: www.euro-cns.org.

Fellowship training 
program. Call for 
candidates!
The Euro-CNS fellowship train-

ing program is intended to facilitate 
short (maximum 2 months) diagnos-
tic training opportunities in either 
Tumor or Muscle and Nerve pathol-
ogy for trainees in neuropathology. 
The individual training plan for each 
Fellow appointed to the scheme will 
reflect the skills and knowledge that 
are required by the home Institu-
tion and which can be implemented 
upon the trainee’s return. For more 
information, please visit the ‘Fellow-
ship Training’ page on this website. 
Applications can be submitted at all 
times.

Survey MGMT 
analysis 
We reported on this in our previous 

issue, but the hyperlink to the survey 
was not included. You can find the 
survey via the frontpage of the Euro-
CNS webpage: www.euro-cns.org. 
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We hope you will be 
able to spend a couple 

of minutes to answer a 
survey about how you ap-

proach MGMT analysis in your 
department. The results are planned 

to be reported at the European As-
sociation of Neuro-Oncology meet-
ing in October 2018 in Stockholm 
and will also be reported in Clinical 
Neuropathology. Thank you for your 
contribution! 

Submitted by  
Dr. Annika Malmström,  

Prof. Bjarne Winther Kristensen, 
Prof. Peter Söderkvist, and  

Prof. Roger Henriksson  
on behalf of the Scandinavian 

Neuro-Oncology Society

Meeting Calendar
July 7 – 11, 2018, Berlin, Germany
11th FENS Forum of Neuroscience
http://forum2018.fens.org/

September 8 – 12, 2018, Bilbao, Spain
30th European Congress of Pathology
https://www.esp-congress.org/

September 23 – 27, 2018, Tokyo, Japan 
19th International Congress of  
Neuro pathology, Tokyo, Japan
http://icn2018.umin.jp/

October 3 – 5, 2018, Amsterdam,  
the Netherlands
Euro-CNS CME Course Tumors of the 
Central Nervous System
www.euro-cns.org

June 3 – 6, 2020, Odense, Denmark
12th European Congress of  
Neuro pathology
www.euro-cns.org/events/other-meetings
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Officers of  
Euro-CNS
The Council of Euro-CNS is composed 

of two representatives per member Soci-
ety including the Executive Committee 
(President, Vice-President, Secretary-
General, Treasurer, and Editor of Clinical 
Neuropathology).

Executive Committee
President
Anne Vital, France 
Vice-President
Paul Ince, UK 
Secretary-General
Bjarne Winther Kristensen, Denmark
Treasurer
Martin Lammens, Belgium
Editor
Johannes A. Hainfellner, Austria

Chair Educational Committee
Wilfred den Dunnen, the Netherlands

Chair Examination Board
Tibor Hortobagyi, Hungary

Council
Austria:
Johannes A. Hainfellner and  
Adelheid Wöhrer
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Patrick Cras and  
Martin Lammens
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Sevdalin Nachev
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Enn Jõeste and  
Andres Kulla
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Anne Vital and 
Emmanuelle Uro-Coste
Germany:
Manuela Neumann and 
Christian Mawrin
Greece:
Esfratios S. Patsouris and  
Penelope Korkolopoulou
Hungary:
Tibor Hortobagyi and  
Gabor Kovacs
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Niamh Bermingham and 
Francesca Brett
Italy:
Alessandro Simonati and  
Fabrizio Tagliavini

Latvia:
Zane Jaunmuktane
Lithuania:
Inga Gudinavičienė and  
Donatas Petroška
Poland:
Wieslawa Grajkowska and  
Ewa Izycka-Swieszewska
Portugal:
Mrinalini Honavar and 
Manuel Melo Pires
Romania:
Marilena Alexianu and  
Emilia Manole
Scandinavia
Denmark:
Bjarne Winther Kristensen
Finland:
Maria Gardberg
Norway:
Bård Kronen Krossnes
Sweden:
Elisabeth Englund
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Johan M. Kros and  
Wilfred den Dunnen
Slovenia:
Mara Popovic
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Miguel Angel Idoate and 
Alberto Rábano 
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Markus Tolnay
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United Kingdom:
Paul Ince


